
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 17 May 2012] 

 p2761d-2762a 
Hon Linda Savage 

 [1] 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION (COVERT POWERS) BILL 2011 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [5.04 pm]: I have a few more comments to make on the Criminal 
Investigation (Covert Powers) Bill 2011. I mentioned earlier that I looked at the report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. We have already heard from Hon Nick Goiran, the 
chairman of that committee, on the three recommendations he made to the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review. I reiterate what I said; this report is quite startling in some ways and it is very 
important that members who are interested in this area look at it. I will not say anything more about it now.  

In conclusion, I make some points about a couple of recommendations that were made in the sixty-ninth report 
of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, “Criminal Investigation (Covert 
Powers) Bill 2011”. I turn to recommendation 27, which recommends a review of parts 2 and 3 of the bill after 
five years. From looking at the supplementary notice paper, I understand that the government has taken up that 
recommendation. That committee made that recommendation because these extraordinary powers will be 
exercised by and known to just a very, very small group of people; only a handful of people will be privy to the 
reasons why and the operations. As I said earlier, that is not critical of those who were involved in the drafting of 
this bill, but it is only right that a bill that seeks far-reaching powers such as these is reviewed. That is the basis 
for that recommendation.  

I will conclude my remarks and speak on a number of other matters when we move into the committee stage. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House). 
 


